MANOTICK PUBLIC WATER ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS (WAI) PROJECT
(Updated November 29, 2024)
In August 2024 the MCPRA Board established a WAI Approval Committee and also a WAI Working Sub-Committee consisting of Board members and local volunteers that have since developed / approved a project plan. 

As with most projects that involve opportunities to improve public recreation / services (in this case public water access to the Rideau River and the Back Channel), there was a need to establish a geographical delivery area so that potential WAI opportunities could be assessed based on evaluation criteria that include location, accessibility, proximity to parking / pedestrian access amenities, upgrade costs, community demand/benefit, partnership requirements, etc. 

After approving a WAI geographical project boundary and site evaluation criteria in early September 2024 (see below), we developed an inventory of all public water access locations that are located within that geographical boundary area (see table below). Based on additional WAI Sub-Committee member visits to each of the public water access locations, we reduced, and received WAI Committee approval in November 2024 for additional evaluation / prioritization of WAI locations. Therefore, the full list for further assessment was shortened to the 11 locations bolded in the WAI location list below. We will determine proposed location improvements and associated costs in order to establish an estimated project budget. Once that analysis is complete, we intend to hold a public meeting by the end of February 2025 to review our findings and get feedback from the community on these proposed public water access locations and expected improvements. 
Thanks to the superb fundraising work of the MCPRA’s ‘Chic Time in the Tick’ Committee that have annually planned and hosted these events since 2017, we already have significant funds to undertake the design / construction phases of this project. Chic Time 2025, scheduled for 23 May 2025 at the Manotick Curling Club, will provide additional funds for this initiative.  We hope to double our project budget by applying for additional municipal / provincial / federal grant opportunities once our prioritization / costing / community review tasks are completed.
WAI PROJECT (Approved Geographic Boundary) 
· River Road from Flag Station Road to Nicholls Island Road as the eastern boundary.

· Nicholls Island Road and Cecil Rowan Lane to Barnsdale Road and Barnsdale Road to Rideau Valley Drive as the northern boundary.

· Rideau Valley Drive from Barnsdale Road to Phelan Road as the western boundary.

· Phelan Road across the Rideau River to River Road near Flag Station Road as the southern boundary.
WAI PUBLIC WATER ACCESS LOCATIONS (Approved Evaluation Criteria) 

· Location – within the approved project boundary above.

· Parking / Safety – Safe for unloading / loading of equipment and users
· Accessibility – Distance from road / parking amenities; existing pathways to access river

· Proximity to Other WAI locations – avoid evaluation of locations in close proximity

· Development Requirements – avoid locations initially that are undeveloped

· Pedestrian Access – site accessibility for locals wishing to walk to site

· Community Feedback / Benefits – local feedback as to concerns / support for WAI locations

· Costs – depending on the monies available for WAI activities, expensive sites may be deferred based on ranking / priorities

· Partnership Requirements – Assessment of partner groups needed to proceed with WAI

	South End of Long Island
	
	

	
	NAME
	LOCATION
	COMMENTS
	PROS and CONS
	CRITERIA ISSUES

	1. 
	Barney McCarney Landing
	5671 South Island Park Drive
(between 5667 South Island Park Dr. and 5648 South River Dr.)
	At the south end of Van Vliet Drive.

(Sign removed due to watermain construction. Will be reinstated after watermain work is done)
	Lots of street parking and easy access; potential for onsite parking lot; shoreline is great for paddleboards, kayaks, etc.
	This area will be fully reinstated by the contractor after watermain construction, including tree planting and a stone dust pathway 



	2. 
	Access Walkway
	5525 South Island Park

(between 5523 and 5527 South Island Park and north of 5489 South Island Park)
	This connects to the path on Brandywine
	Very narrow and no fencing / hedging on either side; stone dust is gone from 80% of path; shoreline needs work and launch rocks.
	Not a preferred upgrade location but usable if needed.

	3. 
	Library Access to River
	5489 South Island Park Drive
	Library is at 5499 South River Drive; lots of parking onsite.
Entrance from South River Drive to replacement dock for boat / kayak / paddleboard / canoe launching.
	Primary boat launch in the village but paddleboards / kayaks / canoes can park and launch from the existing dock; extensive motorboat traffic launching at this site
	Some facilities are already in place

	4. 
	Hill Street Access
	Between 5581 and 5589 South Island Park Drive
	At base of Hill Street (east side)
	Wider access point; street parking available; walk to shoreline is gradual grassy slope; shoreline is good for launch requirements; probably need a few large flat launch rocks; 
	Pathway may be required/ desired but not really necessary? 

	5. 
	Millview Street
	Between 5528 and 5522 Millview Street
	Nice parkette just above the dam with limited water access
	Safety concerns as it is just above the dam.
	

	6. 
	AY Jackson Park
	Across from 1096 Bridge Street
	Existing walkway that winds its way through trees to back channel just below the dam
	
	


	North End of Long Island
	
	

	
	NAME
	LOCATION
	COMMENTS
	PROS and CONS
	CRITERIA ISSUES

	1. 
	West River Drive Park
	Adjacent to 5502 West River Drive 
	Northwest corner of Bridge & West River
	Sufficient street parking; wood chip trail in place but a little steep at points; people launch kayaks but water level varies considerably during the summer
	Flat Rocks would need to be quite large to avoid movement due to spring currents and ice breakup.

	2. 
	Anne Robinson Park
	5331 Long Island Road
	Across from St. Leonard’s School / Church; lots of parking except on Sunday mornings.
Interpretive signage & water access sign already installed.
	Pathway already exists along river; seasonal dock installed June 2023 for paddleboard / kayak launch and local volunteers look after maintenance.
	Pathway from path to dock not desired by neighbours / users; wood chips may be best pathway solution if they are ever interested.

	3. 
	David Bartlett Park
	5201/5206 McLean Crescent
	Fencing denotes access to Rideau River

(No Access Sign)
	Lots of parking; wide stone dust path to shoreline; great launch point for main channel
	Graded entry for kayaks available, but also used by dogs

	4. 
	Cecil Rowat Lane
	5158 Cecil Rowat Lane
	Water Access Sign on east side of the back channel, near the existing rail fence
	Lots of trees down but great launch point with parking lot available nearby.  
	A pathway might help to access the back channel; large flat rocks may be required for launch area.

	5. 
	West River Drive / West Avenue
	Back Channel

Between 5422 and 5432 West River Drive
	Sanitary Sewer Right of Way
	Sanitary Sewer Connection across back channel; very steep incline
	Not a good location for launch site

	6. 
	George McLean Park
	Across from 5347 McLean Crescent
	Stone dust pathway already exists with shoreline accessible through grassy area
	Longer walk to the shoreline than other locations; fairly steep shoreline so wooden / flat rock stairs required at entry point; 
	Work needed to prepare shoreline access point; large flat rocks needed for stairs / launch.



	7. 
	Stinson Lands
	Back Channel - North of 4395 Rideau Valley Drive North
	Uniform to create park/greenspace as part of subdivision development.
	Undeveloped at this time; not owned by City yet as public parkland.
	Defer for now due to parking, accessibility and safety issues currently.


	River Road North of Mitch Owens
	
	

	
	NAME
	LOCATION
	COMMENTS
	PROS and CONS
	CRITERIA ISSUES

	1. 
	White Horse Park
	5484 Old Mill Way
	Existing grassed park with play structure and pathways
	Ample street parking; fairly long walk to river for those using paddleboards / kayaks
	Accessibility

	2. 
	Walter Upton-Collins Park
	894 River Road
	Existing grassed park with ball field, parking lot, play structure and pathways
	Parking lot onsite; pathway to river already exists
	Proximity to Riverside South residents

	3. 
	Long Island Locks
	Nicholls Island Road west of River Road
	Parks Canada location on Rideau River with numerous boat docks, locks and picnic areas
	Lots of parking but long walk to river; river access for paddleboards and kayaks already exists
	Already used extensively by boaters and public for water access / picnics; proximity to Riverside South residents


	Core and South of the Village 
	
	

	
	NAME
	LOCATION
	COMMENTS
	PROS and CONS
	CRITERIA ISSUES

	1. 
	Remembrance Park
	Next to Watson’s Mill
	Memorial Park just below the dam
	Fast running water; probably not the best location for water access location.
	Accessibility, parking, safety

	2. 
	Tighe Street
	Between 1118 And 1119 Tighe Street.
	Public Access – Road Allowance

(No Sign; stairs boarded)
	Parking in this area is limited and the river access is steep. Existing stairs need replacement.  Existing dock needs replacement 
	Stair replacement required if we proceed with this location.

	3. 
	O’Grady Street
	Between 1117 and 1118 O’Grady 
	Public Access - Road Allowance

(No Sign; Private dock installed)
	Fairly steep roadway entrance to edge of access point; existing dock but who owns it? Area has been used as a dumping ground so needs cleanup 
	Work needed to clean up area if we proceed; existing dock is privately owned (by whom is the question that needs answering); 

	4. 
	Currier Street
	Between 1125 Currier & 5565 Dickinson
	Public Access - Road Allowance; 

(No Sign; overgrown)
	Roadway and water access point are fairly steep; will need stairs or winding pathway to access shoreline; very few launch rocks near shoreline
	O’Grady is probably a better choice for access upgrades.

	5. 
	Mahogany Harbour Landing
	Between 5603 & 5645 Manotick Main 
	Along Rideau Valley Drive (south)

(No Water Access Sign)
	Paddleboards / kayaks / canoes currently launch from this dock. The dock is very busy at times and parking is an issue although users can unload at dock and park at the United Church if desired. Road area near dock should be changed to a Loading Zone with no additional parking allowed there.  Possibilities include improving kayak/SUP launch and/or extending dock.
	City is expected to install a crosswalk from Eastman to the dock as part of the safety improvements along Rideau Valley Drive between Eastman and Bridgeport. 

	6. 
	Washka Park
	Adjacent to 861 Artemis Circle
	Public Access
	Pathway exists; accessible from subdivision; need 10 metre wood chip pathway to access the shoreline; shoreline is good for launching. 
	Possibly accessibility; Need to check with residents within community regarding interest in public water access; 

	7. 
	Kelly Marie Drive
	Between 5741 Manotick Main St. & 5749 Kelly Marie Dr.
	Public Access - Road Allowance
	Fairly level road allowance site; easy access to river and some parking on Kelly Marie; lots of usable rocks at river’s edge for launch requirements.
	Developer wanted to put in a dock and local neighbours opposed 

	8. 
	Orchard Hollow Park
	Adjacent (north side) of 1086 Orchard Hollow 
	Public Access
	Dead end street with some parking; nice parkette with easy water access; lots of usable rocks for launch stones
	Work needed to position launch rocks and establish stepping stones to the water.

	9. 
	Boucher Crescent Park
	Between 1066 and 1072 Boucher Crescent
	Public Access
	Greenspace down to the water with fairly level access to the river; sufficient street parking.
	Wood chips and flat launching rocks.


	Deferred , Relegated or Boundary Issue Locations
	
	

	
	NAME
	LOCATION
	COMMENTS
	PROS and CONS
	CRITERIA ISSUES

	1. 
	Summerside Landing
	2340 Summerside Drive
(off River Road)
	Grassed pocket park about 20 metres from the water; level terrain
	Lots of street parking and easy access;
	Outside current boundary

	2. 
	Echo Park - CGYC
	6698 Marina Drive
	Park that has soccer field and play structure
	Very weedy connection to main river channel; parking issues
	Outside current boundary

	3. 
	Hickman Conservation Area
	1289 Upton Road
	Nature Preserve
	Very weedy connection to main river channel
	Outside current boundary

	4. 
	Southwick Drive
	East of 1033 Southwick Drive
	Public water access at end of rural residential area
	Undeveloped; no pathway, resident pushback due to lack of parking, quiet street now.
	Undeveloped; parking

	5. 
	Undeveloped Water Access
	6053 Rideau Valley Dr N
	Narrow water access location with large trees on busy road
	Undeveloped, no pathway
	Undeveloped, accessibility, parking, safety

	6. 
	Undeveloped Water Access
	6181 Rideau Valley Dr N
	Narrow water access location with large trees on busy road
	Undeveloped, no pathway
	Undeveloped, accessibility, parking, safety

	7. 
	Undeveloped Water Access
	6287 Rideau Valley Dr N
	Narrow water access location with large trees on busy road
	Undeveloped, no pathway
	Undeveloped, accessibility, parking, safety

	8. 
	Undeveloped Water Access
	1036 River Road
	Narrow water access location with large trees on busy road
	Undeveloped, no pathway
	Undeveloped, accessibility, parking, safety

	9. 
	Undeveloped Water Access
	1410 River Road
	Narrow water access location with large trees on busy road
	Undeveloped, no pathway
	Undeveloped, accessibility, parking, safety

	10. 
	Undeveloped Water Access
	1810 River Road
	Narrow water access location with large trees on busy road
	Undeveloped, no pathway
	Undeveloped, accessibility, parking, safety

	11. 
	Undeveloped Water Access
	2234 River Road
	Narrow water access location with large trees on busy road
	Undeveloped, no pathway
	Undeveloped, accessibility, parking, safety


